
Good Neighbor Dog Rules for Sonata Residents

Sonata is a great place to live largely because of the beautiful views, open green spaces and great neighbors.  In order to 
maintain our nice areas and be respectful to all residents, here are a few rules we want to make all dog owners aware of:

ALWAYS PICK UP AFTER YOUR PET

 Owners (not the community landscape workers) are responsible for picking up after their pets.  The city requires 
dog owners to remove and properly dispose of any and all feces left by their dogs. This ordinance covers waste 
left by your dog on sidewalks, streets, neighbors' yards and parks including any surrounding areas with ice 
plants, ground cover or dirt.  When walking your dog, the law necessitates you to be prepared for such occur-
rences and to be equipped with a bag or some other means of feces removal. When using a plastic bag, be sure 
to knot the top before disposing of it in a waste receptacle.  This will help minimize odor and flies.

 This law is intended to protect the public from potential hazardous health conditions and to prevent environ-
mental pollution caused by dog waste. A single gram of pet waste can contain over 23 million bacteria and can 
include parasites, viruses and diseases that can be spread to pets and humans simply by coming in contact with 
it. Dog-waste left on the ground will not only make people and pets sick, it can also wash into storm drains, 
polluting our community and contaminating our local water source. Picking up after your pet is not difficult 
and only takes seconds to manage.  Remember, this law is essential for both the health and beautification of 
our community. 

ALWAYS USE A LEASH

 When your dog is off your property, it must be on a leash.  While en-
joying our community's parks with your pets, the same rules ap-
ply. Owners should not assume that their dogs would always act 
predictably in unusual circumstances or with unfamiliar people 
and animals. Keep in mind this is a city ordinance and that the 
law is in place to protect the public and your pet from injury.

 If you feel your dog needs to be exercised off leash, please take it to one of 
the many dog parks throughout the city where provisions are in place to 
accommodate off leash dogs. Public streets, sidewalks, and community 
parks are not the proper setting for an unleashed and unrestrained dog 
to be running at large.

Be a good neighbor. Be a good dog owner. 
Always use a leash and pick up after your dog.


